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SQUITER LIFE iN THE WEST.

3 the Boutben slave-drivieg Heprters ecnld
pave bul made up their minds to sllow the Home-
desd bill to pase, What & eomfort they migit kave
afforded to many a rruggleg famly smoug our
Western pioneers who, at this momens, sadly need
4! Burely, in the bardships sud privations wiieh
Sese settlers undergo, they psy for their iand five
simes over, wilhout baviog Lo be obliged to psy for
it over sgain at the Land Office, and perbsps ia
erder to do sbat, to put themscives 1a the haods of
winrers who, sed not they, become by that prosess
fae owsers of the land for which they bave strog-

spd labored in vain. In this business of
squatting o0 the public lands, there is a deal of
delusion, The seitlers sre too apt to think that,
Baving got & clum to & 160 neres of Imd: they have
got o farm; whereas all they Bave got is s part of
she raw matenial out of which, with labor and ex-
pense, patient waitiog and the invesiment of capital,
» farm msy be made. We give below a privats
letter. which describes the position we fear but too

got of one family only bat of many thoussnds
tbat left the East four or five yenrs ngo under the
Jelusive ides that 8 farm might be had in the fertile
‘West merely by rquatting upon it. Thin letter is
written from Minnesota, and from the best part of
the Biate, too. There are different idess about
what constitutes distrees in the West, a8 soma
seeest discussions in our eolumns bave shown. We

do not quote the letter below as going to show dis-
tress, por even as tending to raise & suspicion that |
she whole West is not the perfect paradise which
{hose who bave land to sell there are spt to repre-
sent it, but merely as the account, confidentially
given by 8o intelligent sod bardworking emigrant
from New-Eogland, of bis own poeition and ex- |
perience sod the estimate which be has formed of
the condition of ki neighbors. It may, perhaps,
serve as s useful lesson to others who msy be dis-

to start ae farmers in the West, av a0 wany
do, witbout anj capital to start upon. But, to the
Jetter:

o ] am pow, like Mr. Micawher, waiting for pome-
thing to tarn up, fuily assured that, if somethivg does
a0t tarn up socs, | must turn down or round. I have
& farm almost—1 only lack alittle o it. Perbepe the
Urited States Senate may take pity on me and vols
the Homestesd bill. In that cere, 1 should get a title
and have a farm in reality, Lot not the meace to work
it. It is now nearly five years eivos I leit Lhe Enet

—tearing myself from home, relatives and friends—
beping in & few years of patient industry to esrn a
home for my family, I had my choios in claims iu &
airele of five miles, there being but two taken io |
town when I came; nor was my selection & bad |
one. The land sround hse wince all been taken, and
some of it chasged baode two or three times. Farue
in this place are, or ratiher were, valued at from two
to three thonsand dollars, Iaving selected my land,
1 commenced builing & log-house, where I passed the
long, dreary Winter like & hermit, that I might com-
ply with the very letter of the law, and be the betier
prepared to receive my wife and children in the Spring.
Their arvival made me happy, for 1 hoped to be able,
from the proceeds of my crop, st loast to feed and
clothe them respectably. (e who bas never expe-
rienced life in & pew pe'tlement can form noides of
the triale and hardships that must be encountered,
even with all the aid that money cen porobase; bot
to commence & farm with a large family of small ckil
dren, without & tesm or other stock, or even the most
common tools to work s farm with, it ie & stroggle for

dear life. Buch was my commencement. By paying
my last &0 loward n yoke of oxen, they trusted me
for the remsicing 850, When the ohildren cams on,
1 bought two cowa on credit, and, by fattening one
and pelling both calves ned some bay, I paid the note
and saved one of the cows. I have managed to e
peverteen noresh oke, which oost eight dollars the nore,
beside clearing rome of the woods withont plowing:
but we have had disconreging crops sver ginoe we
came bere, taken as & whole, though the fanlt was not
in the quality of the soi!, but other accidental csuses,
such s crows, hlackbirde, equirrcle, hogs, auruly cat
tle, &c. The last seaeon, as & whole, was the best for
s evop of any since we have boen here, yot it ix the
hardest to get alongz, as the sbundance hax redoced
the prices %0 mach that the amonnt it will bring ie
less than that of smaler crops the previous
years, We are scantily clothed and poorly fed.
With tbe sssistance of & well-furnished wardrobe
when we came, and Margaret's skill in makiog over,
we got along very well for & year or two; but ehe has
made over and patched aslorg ae the old clothes and
patehes lasted, and now the children are nearly ont of
clother, and ragged withal, 1 bonght a pair of shoes
for ench of them in Beptember, but have been unable
to get nuy sivos, and they are nesrly all barefoot now.
My log bouse, which I built for a temporary habita-
tion, expectiog to build & better one i two years at
maeet, we bave lived in sizoe, and may be obliged to it
for shelter for some time to come. Before the last
e7op eame in, we were without meat for five months,
and without bread fordsys, with only the garden vegeta-
bles to live upon. Since my corn waaripe, we have lived
priveipally on ocorn-menal food, with just pork enongh
to grease if, aud & few potatoes for variety. Batter
weo have not seen for four months, Lust Spring, I had
A team sufficient to plow myland. My oxen were
taben from we Iast Fall beoause 1 coald not pay $109,
in addition to $45 that 1 paid when 1 gave my note,
They have wince boen offered, I hear, for $70 cash.
Bteck of all kinde is a third lower than it was, Mine
cousists of & pair of steers, about two thirde large
enough o plow with, an old eow that goes dry foar
n?oml.l in the year, & two year-old heifer, asow only
sine worthe old, & pair of pigs, and twenty-one bens.
We cannot afford (o eat our eggs, sithoogh they bring
but sight oents per dozen. We bave some twelye

dosen saved up, and interd to try the market to-
morrow

** "Times sre ua hard here as ever, and no pro |
their being any better for the present. 'Il'nu?:r‘no: |
great many starting for Pike's Peak in search of gold,
aod mary more would go if they could get sway.
Bpeculation has pearly ruined Minnesots for the proe- l
ent; but we are in bopes thers will be romething left |
of it afier all. It has many real advaniges, which |
will make it & grest State some time. The land specu-
Intion is sbont over: but farme are really worth samuch
88 ever, and if there was oapital snongh to work them
:::dmuqn.mu, might be made here as well asin
u:dcr Western Biates. There are perhape pine-
m,qg“ the peopls bere mostly or quite s poor as
l"pl.!::lh“ s poor emongb. Fach farmer might
S or twenty head of cattle if he could get

+ ' culy y
g v \vale from twenty-five to forty soves of

‘o&..“&‘ﬂ;h 1and broke and a puir of horses to |
gl 0, 'hn;m mised Iorty‘::.nhell of shellsd
20 doubt bave pemmer, aad my yield would
pelied 8p s0 m::hﬁmi-! the equirrels had not
bave boed or enitivateny iy S e np, and 1 sosld
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and preves ta its comiog out. Iija
taken in wmson and plowed often
:‘:.l:md ® fivld of ten mlh;n
. u‘-lh.: Ilanunys,ud poliisg roasd the hilly
ntmu d Plow &id zot reach. [ think we oan
d‘h“::hnuhup hunul.beymi.uuym
s S .h am«awbeuhituc itin
v Taising corn by hand-hosin
ity cunts the buah, g ; ‘I:: nlgh‘-

One of : |
oy weigh-
Bummer by ;]f.,

Bushele of whest, 100 of oata, 600 of cemn, U8 of peia-
Sass, gix of baars aad three of peas, from Lwenty xine
seres. Heo die the werk with ore pair o borses aad sa
averege of one man for X MODLIR Hekept vxoows
srd fatted ten boge sxd & yoke of cxen, wiile my #ia-
teen aeres, mortly cultivaied by bapd-hosing, and one
cow aud ove pig, hnsnet produced escugh to furaish
our fami'y with (Le Recassaries of life.

 If the lsnd dose not come into warket this yeer, i
he Hemes ead bill shoud pane, 8200 wonld pat me on
my feet, for I can cuange off wy #oers fir one horse,
and with the monvy bey ssetber horse, & wagom, snd
s fow thinge to 1elie ve our most preseing wesls, and 1
could, with 8 borse-team, do rearly all my farm-work
alore, sed 8ol wood ezengh in tiwn rext Wioter lo
by all that is needed for the family. I might, by pre-
emptivg my claim, and mortgagivg the land to rome of
the Koylocks bereabonta, get the money by payiog o
per eent, per annmm for it—$§i44 & year for §100. 1
dars pet doit, I bad better give baif my claim for
precmpting the whele, pell toe remanieg half for what
1 can get, end go to Pike's Peak or tte d— ot onee,

“We wers very thaukfal for the paper sest with
the letter, and sbould be very glad tohavs you rend us
prpers oocasicnally, s I am unable to take one Lol
year. I bave been a club subscriber to Tue N. Y.
Trivvax for two years, and [ miss it very moch, It
peerred 8 kind of connect'sg lick which bonnd ue to
the rent of he human famnily.”

That in the climax of privation surely. To be
reduced to eorn breed and pork fat iz hard; fo see
one’s little ehildren ragged wnd snoeless, is barder;
but to be cut off from eomunieation with the rest
of the human family, to misa the weekly coming of
Tie TRIBUSE, is hardest of all.  Thoe pictare of
squatter life drawn sbove, without the slightest
iden that it won'd ever find ils way into priat, is,
we fear, too correct a resemblance, not of oue csse

ouly, but of & very large pumber,
————

FPREACHERS.
From The Lendon Press,

Hevry Ward Beecheris a remarknakle, though pome.
what ecoentric preacher. ¢ The Plymouth Charch,”
Brooklyn, is & sort of sudience ball Thers are ahout
it very few of the nyusl and distinetive festures of 8
place of Chiistinn worship, In the vest pulpit, yon
will find on Bupdays & respectable-iookiog pereom who
writes votes, aud Jooks sbout him, and makes himsalf
vingularly ot bome, before service begine, He wears
peither caesock, gown, nor surplice, nor bLande, nor
ary particle of the clerical aniform.  His voise 18 not
r-ueued of extraordinary power, nor is it mosical

fis marner is ordinary io sl respects, Notwithstsod-
irg all there medicenties of the outar man, he s yet
the moet popular sod effective Americau preacher of
the day & owes his power wholly to the depth and
force ard orig'vality of his thonghts, the homely, and
yet neither vulgar nor upgraceful, exprecsion of I.Elem.
aud the hopest but not pretentions faitufnlness with
which he ipveighs sgainst bypocriey in every guise,
and immorslity o every rark. Ie regards svery doo-
trine of the Bible nct ne & meve pert of a taeological
eyutem, dry and orthodox, but as bearing on man in
suine of the varied plsses of bis lite. To have valae,
Le Lolds thist a doctrive muet be vitsl,

These are the leading principles which give his

reaching what such & oouree is gare to creste—its

just apprecistion ard grest popwarity. e repudi-
ater, and moet justly, every system whica exaita the
government of God ‘above God Himaelf, ond substi-
tutes lawe for 8 livipg prevence, and mskes Deity sub.
servient to them. The heart of human nature yanrna
for what will still ita fevered beaticge, and sooth it
inritation, and estisfy ite lorgings. vound thealogy
onght to be the porsession o the preacher, but it s n
life-givieg and hife-sostamicg presclicg that must he
the ministry of the pulpit, Csrboninthe hving tree is
delignttul ond fruit-beanng. Carbon in the diamond
i» bright and precious, but cold ard indigestible
There is, too, sowmethirg large and comprehensive in
the symwpathies of Mr. Beecber. lis heart has out-
grown the restraicts and trammels of par'y,

Mr. Beocher takes the sunpy side of life, aad loves
to dwell on all that feeds the happiness of th. humun
besrt. He will oot pick up withered leaves if there
L any green opes,  He see, 8 torevel in o bright re
Ligicus ght. ** When ope's frienda die, we ¢ 10uld go
“to the grave, not sivging mournfal peslme, but scat-
“tering flowers. Deatn wae wrecked long ago.
¢ ('hrist has taken the crown from the tyrant, Wien
* Christisze walk in black, ane sprinkie the grouad
“ with tears, thon in the time when they shoald ilia
“ minate, Astoedisciples found the angels in Christ &
W yrrave, 80 in the grave where aoy of his loved dissi-
# pies lie are angals of consolation, if we would ozly
4 pee them,”

Beecher bas been accused, as most faithfol men
have been aocused of presching politica.  Hix views
o the duties and responsibilities of the pulpit seem
nneh more cxpanded than those ol wany of hie cotem-
PUTATICH,

He is o man of & thoroughly practical mind, He
seeme 1o despise all trifing with grest themes, all
prettinese of speech, all * playing at preachinz.”
With bim it in an carnest avd fruitinl work, sod po
pulennity of utterssee igin bis wind so apology for
dry sud aun'l e rmoue,

glth outspohen preachiog will, of course, give of-
feree. The mille of Manchester wonld be horrified.
The Stock }Z:vhnz.-ﬁe would expel the pescher. Bot
the preacher is right, notwithetanding.

Some of hig pithy remarks sre ficto be household
words:

A belping word 1o ope fu trouble in like s awitck on a rall
wavw trach—but eLe weh betwer o wreck and rule sad Moeotd on-
rollivg prospeaity.

CBinvery ins atate of suppressad war.

© A yripdetone thet ¢ as po grit 1o it, bow long wo ld it take t3
wake suax sbarp!  Aflsire that bave no pioh in them, bow lovg
would they tahe to make & an !

" A oas who le ln the right Auows that be ls o the majority,
for God 1s on hin side.”

Beecher is the preacher for the poople. His wer-
wone are vot fierce, vulgar, and vituperst ve declaimse
tion, without 8 sciotillation of gevias, Lhowever in-
cevely meant, ench ae are heard in the Surrey Masio-
ball.” They are pregnant with celestinl fire rich in
soggestive and origival thought. Heze aud there we
find augees of gold snd geme of the first water. Yet
Le vever loses sight of the evd of a sermon, which is
to profit, or of the bearers of it who are ignorant, o
fo), and oubappy. He says quaint thiogs, bat never
takes jokes from Jos Miler and chiistens them. Oar
clergy mny copy and study hie excellencies, and avoid
bis intersperaed and pomelimes provoestive remnarke,
He is not & model, but be is better—be is capital
svailable o Eilal, on which othsrs msy draw, n«i
send what they draw into currency in thonghte and
words that will do the world a vast des) of good.

He is full of vigor; never dyepeptic in his divinity
—us, in all likelihood, bo never ia 1o a humbler region.
e hae carried into manhood the frestnees and the ex-
uberant force of earlier daye, and overflows, therefure,
with sywpathy aed commurion with all liviog and
growing things. e eaye oocasionslly so indiscreet
thivg, but rarely, if ever, 8 tame thing. -

Arother preacher, not so popular, perhepe, as Ward
Beecker, buta vigorons thinker and ap able s
is Theodore Ladyard Cuyler. e is pictureagoe acd
varied in his 11yle, homely in his preferences, sod al-
fogethier a useful &vd able exporent of his own ecaool
of teschivg. He rauks with what are called in Amer-
jca ‘* the s%r': rming Preschers”—that is, the class
who ally their inflaence to every gooi movement that
touches and raiees the downdrodien sud dep
sections of eoviety. There is in this a practicsl good
senee which commends religion to those who are oLher-
wine indisposed to listen to its clsima.

This is what is wastsd in our own country, We
Liave too muech theology and too Jittls reliance in our
pulpite—too much eysiems and dogwas, and their
relative positions and superpositions in the { aristisn
evstem, ard for too little of that bomely, inteligent,
abd commonenee use of those graod troths which
ghire with the splendor but also with the ueeiuness of
stars, guiding the esilor on the trackless ees, and les-
gcnitg the darkness of & moovlees pight.

Dir. Btoors, of Brooklyn, is anotber of those masco-
live American mirds who, igoorant or disdainful of
theolcgical dilletantism, give themeclves ngwbo the

reatest of the grostest nmber, r, Btorrs is
apyibing but dull, tame or protaic. Nay, on subjects
thit rise abyve (ke every day relations of religion
touch the springs snd fountaiza of truth, he is not
eloquent, but powerfol ard yich and argumentstive.

Jleside these there are numbers of vigorous micde in
Americn whom we have 00 space to s for disouss-
itg. They have all great taulte; they ivdulge io
wodes of exprersion alien to our tasie, snd pe y
work ot bigh preseurs. Stil they are a pawerful raoe;
they do themselves ard us eredit. If our children are
s0 healthy, what & noble mother most they bave had

Crancoar sor Axtiserrio—It is commonly be-
Lieved, and it ie stated in many chiemical werks, that
charcoa) is aatiseptio. This, according to Dr. Srxx-
Norse, is the very reverse of the fact, as thown by
the condition of the bodies of snimals which bave boen
lorg buried in cbarcoal, which are nsually in &n ad-
vasced stage of deesy. The opinion has doubiless
arisen from the fact that charcos! sbeorbs the guases,
and thue prevents say disagrecable eflavis.

INSURANCE IN MASSACHUSETTS.
—_——

The laws of Massasbusetta require misutaly detaied
arrual siatements of their affse from ol Lesarsace
Compauies doirg business within that Biate. and ne
sueh cempary coartered slsewhers i allowedto ¢o |
businers publ cly there, witheut first appointing aad |
dwy astherizing some citizer of taat State as itagensrs
sgent oy Btiorney, * upon whom ali lawfz! processes
“agairst 1he eompany may be served, in like muszer
“as If the eompsny bsd existed snd been (aly
“perved with process s the Commonwes'th. Tha
pgert er attorvey is chiged to give bords ta 110
Tressurer to wceept service of all lawfu! processas,
By this srrsrgement, citizens of Massactnseils, ic-
surirg in eompeties ont of toat Siate, sre not obiged
to po ont of 1he Ktate to prosecute their clsime. Tae
“ foreign compaties 88 trey derignate all beyord
their own fimits, sre sleo required Lo report szoudlly,
the rame a2 the domestic comparien,

The busivers of seaiz 250 the exscution of thess laws,
exsminig the sffaire of the companies chartere! in
the Btute, and repertirg to the Legw'stare [s confiled
10 two Juenrance Cowmicmiorers, who ars paid by the
Srate sn szvoel enlery of §1 W0 esch. Jo sdditionto
ke sbove duties, they are required to make, or causs
10 be made, an snunal valuation of &/l the policies 03
ife outstasding on the lat day of November of each
yeer, ogainst the Life Jusuracce Compasies doing
business in the Stats, aod by way of companastion for
1bia pervice esen Life Jororance Company in reqaired
1o pay (140 the Tr-asury one cent fur evary thousasd
dol'srs icsured.

The Report cf the Insurance Commissicners for the
yesr ending on the lst of November, 1858, isa doe-
ument of 240 pages, creditably printed, and costa's.
irg very foll avd gererally salisfsctory returss fom
ore hurdied nd s y-five compazies, of which one
buidred snd seven'ean are chartersd in the State, ()
the latter fve are Life [osurance Compasies, and the
rest are devoted 1o fire axd marice insurance. The
report gives the following summary comparison of the
fire and marine business in the 112 Maseachusette Uom-
pacies for the laes two years:

Marine Riaks. 1537, 1838,
Jo Ploek Compaiien. casesccnss ST T EN0 BT RN 0
1o Mornal Maciie aod Motoal
Fire and Marine....ccoeues 53,452,163 o0 41,640,173 00
Fotal Marine....oveure SIMT.0432 00  $120489111 0
Fwe Huk,
lo Ftock Compariog.. e ... 135,114 290 00 §ITLE% B4 41
In Mutoal Pive aod Muise... 86 064 00 9 %01 T4 00
In Mitoal Fire Companler. ... 08350 764 00 204,75 B4T 09
Total FIre . ooianercsecvan BME6H6IE W0 & A7 580 662 18
Total Risha, Fire and Marine. §474,785,100 00 §460.079.773 45
Marine Losser,
In Flock Compauies L9510 42 $LIIN W
In Mutoal Marne and M
Fire scd Masrize..... . 2051 815 47 2,137,870 61
Tetal Marine Lown. oo &5 N0.028 19 #4060 857 N1
$553 601 T8 4992 83
7535 a2 1197 T
417 650 02 204,258 72
Total Fire Lors..oersssonnes BT T0 #6507 5
Tota! Loss, Fire ang Marive, . 86 18, 510 29 4,50 021 H

{sshowe the very eensible pet decresse of 19.31
per cert of marine lose, axd 395 per ceot of fire joss
in favor of the las: year, illustrating the greal uncer-
tainty of these branches of it surasce.

The present report is remarkable for containing the
resu't of the fisst valastion of life inturncce policies
made apder the anthority of the S'ate. Irevious to
tre laet year the law required esch Lifs Issarsuce
Compary doirg bu-ioers io the Siate to return the ag:
gregate pet valae of ita existing policies on the Ist of
Novenber; but as each compavy adopted its own rm'e
of veluation, and rome returned only rongh or conjee:
taral estimaten, very little could be koown as to the
actosl or comparative standing of the companies, By
an act of 1808, the companies were required to faruish
the Commiesioners the date necessary for valuing each
policy iv force, They bave accordiogly returned the
data of 12,02 policies, which the Commissioners have
ve'ued oo what is termed the “ Actusties’ Rate of
“ Mortality,” sesoming interost at 4 per cent. This
wane of the policies is In effect what, upon the afore-
said arsumptions of mortality and interest, the com-
par ies have not 3ot earnad of the moneys paid them
as premiume.  Covsequently, the ratio of sctual asseta
to tloe and o her lisbinties will show their present
sandivg. Deductiog all other liabilities, imoladiog
gusrautes capital from the asseta, and calling the bal-
ance the net assets, the Commissioners arrive, by their
valoation, spd the returns for the year, st the follow-
ing rymopeis of the rtanding of fourteen Life Lusurance
Compsanies on the 1et of November, 188:
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If the assusned mertality 1 sufficiently high and the
asaumed rate of interert sufficlently low to repressut
the facts that are to be anticipated, the exco of cash
companies’ net aasets over the net value of its policies
is plonly what it has esrsed, or rather its surplus ac-
cumalation, which it msy sod must in justice divide
amorg its wezbers in proportion as they bave con-
tributed to produce it. It wil be seen that these com-
yuiu,ti.hulchhumnmwla-tqrplm. differ very
moch in the re'a'ive amount of it. Tais is partly
owirg to their different Jistaces from their times of
declaring dividerds. For exumple, the New- Englsed
Compsry socn after the I=t of November divided
$535 73 10 cssb, which redused its masets to #1097 -
341 70, axd their ratio to the valoe of policies to 110
per ceut. Taking into sccoust this dividend the Mas-
sachusetis Compsnies in Lhe sggregate have $laz 40
for each §100 cf their pet Lisblisy to policy bolders.
The difference of surplus is also very much owing Lo
the differext ratio of expezse to receipts, whics is
also thowe in the comparison above.

Ouly two Life Companies doing buriness in Mare

Mmmmuﬁum-nm

and t5e Lnternationsl of Londen, bave faed 02 famish | de'phia, now deosaned, Mr. Robard Le L oyd, bad bis
the Commissicrers with the rquired deta fuor va'uy | attentm stron g’y directed Lo Lre melution of 1his grest

tien. The latter sppears bo Lave premied complisnce,
sid s agenciss are suspended till ruch time 85 & vaz-
ation o1 all show it to ba in good standizg. The New-
Haves Compary, which bas peremptorily declimed 10
faos sush musie, i pretty severely bandled in the Re-
port, to which, soa to s respossive circular it e isigad

toits polcy-aclaers in Maseachuset’s, we must refer |

onr readers who wish to krow more of its standisg.

It sppears from the Roport tasd & considerabls, |
| an impoenbility to explode it. Such was tie opizion

thomgh kitkerts unascertainable, past of t3e profits or
yaincf Life Inenrance Crmpsties haa co me from the
forfeitere of hfe-policier by men psyment of pramizm
dueop & rpecified day. A this may arise frum the
wisforinre as well s the carelessress of insnrecs, the
€cmmissioners contend emipestly that the Companies
in their State shall be osliged by lsw, im regard to
po'icien hersafter isvned, in eate of the nos-payment of
&y preminm, to covtinns tie insarance darsg such
time a4 they have been already paid for it by the net

|

value of the poiicy at the time premium was due eod |

pot paid. Ie other worde, the Compary may be al-
lowed 1o protect itself agsinet any lose frem the for-
feitare of policies, but skall not derive any provit from
thetrcnrce. Tie propriety of Legislative interfer-

probiem. He umstituted 8 Joog veries of «12erimenia
witk boilers, some of which were extramely bazand-
ens. The resut of these experimests sstisfied bim
that the deccmpueition ef water or steam within 8
botler was acosmpanied by the formation of 82 expio-
nive gra. Soence had alrendy detected the prevesce
of & gas, but dexied that it was expl #ive unl-ss com
bired with air from withoot As o air coald be sd-
mitted within the beilar, it was thersiore ¢ omsliernd

of experierced men in the ghest waks of science,
with whom Mr. Lloyd corfenned. His own opinion
was Cirectly contrary, sud be permeversd io bis ellcts
to tclve the problem, fizally making up his mind tast
the mysterions ronse of all the hitherto une splained
explosicne most be olectricity. Be applied be crown-
irg test of Lhe comectuess of Lis theory, by latroduo-
ing an icsnlated metallic 1od through the top of &
builer part!y fiiled with water. The water was then
wholly evapucated wnder & heavy prassu e snd the
fre continwed antil that pert of tre doiler exposed o

| it became red hot; sodif water were zow to bepamped
| ptothis red bet beiler, ali the conditions would be

! fnifiled, which sclestific men engizeers aul

#rce 1o this effort is argued inthe Report at coosider- |

able lergth, and wita a force that commends iself to
the attestion of all pereons interested in Lifa Iocarance,
If the plan of registsation and veluation of policies
thas adopted by Massachnsetts is carried oat from your
to year, it will be seen just hew mach gain each Com-
pany derives from the forfeiture of polices and just
bow importact it is that the urfortanste snd earelesss,
or ratber their depenients, should ba protested by law
frem beirg saerificed for the bencfit of the pusctesl
and lucky members,

The Report sheds & good deal of light on the subject
of life inenrarce diriderds, axd the pract ce of tha vari-
ons fices in regard tothem. Asevery Company, to be
saie, must pet presume on Always realiziog & hign rate
of 1xterest on ita investments, or escurieg tae full aver-
sge of vitslity, or haviog always good luck, bat eoarce
» premium which will be officient. Should interest fall,
snd the ipsnurad die faster than the prediclion from the
tables, it folluws, of course, that with & high ioterest
ard an exper erce ae good aathe tables, asurplus mast
rapidly accumalate. Ti's surplas is the subject of
dividend. If it bs retaived too long, the ear-
li)r mwembers are defrsnded to emrich the
Istter oves. If the Compapy on the cther hand
divides mere tham it earma by insmrance, the
revarse tnkes place, and thote who die firel
get  their ivenrspce too cbesp. Toere are two
methode of avoidicg an overplus of assets; one
is to ¢iminish tne areets, by returniog & portion of tae
premivm paid, and the othor to irereass the Labilities
by sddag to the amcunt insured, Of the fourtesn
compasies noticed by the Massachoseits Commision-
sre, fonr make their dividends ia whole or in partin
this way. These companies and tae reversionary divi-
dencs or additoual sume thos insared by them are as
follows:

Brate Muotoal, Worrest Bi180 86
National, Vermert. .. 19,146 24
Maclat'au, New-York 1155 W
Mntusl Lite, New - York. eenes 3,110,354 89

Fobhlisrsssssanssssssnnnnssnnssnansasa il I, 1M 79

On thie tte Commissioners remark: * Hareisan
“ nggregate of more than § 000,000 of inanrance, for
 which the compavies have been pail in full, every
t dollar of which 18 liable to be forfeited by the non-
“payment of premium o other insurance ' Thee
are all mutesl compacien, every polioy holler being
supposed to be se much a membor and proprietor sa
another. They ought to know best whether it is per-
fectly prudent for them to stake so muc) money—
money which beloogs to those they are to leave behind
them—on their etrict punciuality, The additional in-
snrazce or “‘benng’ Ie the reversion of & rum belong-
ing to the insured in the handa of the company. Woy
should be consent to make the reversion centingent
upon his being solvent and wide awake all his life !

——————

SCIENCE, INDUSTRY AND INVENTION.

Wut Borrrs Exriops.—The horror of an explo-
sion of the boiler was coeval with the invention of the
#leam ergive. Savery's pumping engine for draining
ceal mines, first brovght into uss & centory and o hail
sgo, was used extensively for raising water fur the
conrtry residences of the Eoglish nobility, But when
applied to clearivg deep mines or supplying towns
with waler, by raisivg it isto an elevatad reservoir,
the boilers were invanably buret. To bim succseded
Newcomen axd Cawley, to whom belong the Loncr of
baving permauently cetablished the ewployment of
steatu a5 & meehawical sgent. Savery neither em-
ployed ror thought of the piston, and was forced to
place his epgine at the bottom of the mine, Naw-
comen and Cawley irtrodaced the piston which Papin
bod unfortunstely rejected, and placed their cogine
aboveground at the mouth of the shaft. Theyemployed
steam at such low pressare that the danger of explo-
sion was materially lessaned, yet their esgines requiced
the copstact atiention of aa sttendant to open and close
the cocks. A boy, employed in this eervice, stuna-
lated by the love of play, added the first improvemert
by attaching corde to the levers by which the cocks
were tarved, and connecting the other ends of the
corde to the movirg beam, thus rendering the machice
sell-otirg, and acquinng oppoertunities for joining bis
companione tuknown to his employers. Bavery pro-
vided no safetv-valve, yet he rouncly asserted thal his
mackites wonld work withost lujary for yeass unless
ttey were purpoaely destroyed. Tie miners, how-
ever, refosed to work them, or to remaio in their vicin-
ity, po great were Lleir apprebensions of an explosion.
Modern ecierce has greatly lessensd the frequency of
these terrific mecidects, and long ure bas effectually
removed all apprebession of danger. Explosions,
Lowever, oocar, sll the world over. Beience has, ap-
parertly, lovg since setistied itself 2 to the cause of
these explosions; axd assuming the supposed cause to
be the true one, has direcied ils prevent:ve ingecuily
in & opiform directizn, Sull, wiih ali this prevestive
eare, enforced by stricgent l+gal pemalties, the havoo
of life and prepesty goes on, Juries of inquest are
called in factories, on railroads, azd in steamboats, Lo
give & sstisfactory solution a4 to why the frightfal
havee arcund them occarred. The factis most re-
markable, in cornection with thess inguiries, that
juries, under ciroumstances almoss precisely idectical,
are cortizually rendering the most coutlicling verdicts.
Death bas suidenly taken away the only compatant
witnese in the person of the engineer, leaving all to
oot jecture, The subjest bas exbansted the icgenuity
of the most scier:iic mizds, and the records of the
Patent. Offices throughout the world are crowded with
inventions to prevent these explosions, Yet we are
still at fault. It is well known that & boder which bas
safely and for & lorg pariod of time, casried 8 pressars
of & butdred and twesty pousds, has at jast been shat-
tared into stoms under s preasure of oaly s handred
poucde. In other cases, some of which the reader
must remember as bavicg occurred within his own
krowladge, bolers bave been rent from their fuands-
tices srd seattered in fragments, when the proof was
ueéouhted that the gsuge-ccck bad shown, only & mo-
ment before the explosion, that the boilsr was sban-
dactly repplied with water. All the eadless varisty

| ¢f snfety-valves snd other ipgenioas contrivances Lay-

ipg faled, ard the proof bawg clear that bolers do
caplode, even when fully supplisd not only with wa-
rer, but witl every other precsatiooary device, it
would seem that & mere deficiency of waler is pot tae
tiue canse of an explosion, It is at Jeast believed, in

explaration of the difficuity, that the true agest in |

this tervitie destruction is to be found in the presence
of some power within the boiler, svolved by or in
combisation with the steam, yet maintamiog & seps-
rate ideptity, with an cverpowering emergy, liable to
be exerted &t any moment, and agaice’ waose destruc-
1ive conrequences so.ac Lew guards must Le loterposed,
since all the o1l cpes Bawe motoriomely proved them-
relves fallacicos. This agent ia new beleved Lo be
Electricity.

Bowe years sge, & moet ingeeous oitises of Puls-

coroner's
jories bave alwaye cousilered vot oely 84 nacesssty
to cante av explosion but as causing ope noavuidably.
Llcyd, oudismeyed by the proepect, and firm in bis
convichozs se Tycko Brabe or Colnmbue, with his own

| barde comrsgeously prmped in sufficient water to

cover the whole red-hot surface of the boiler! No
exphosion followed. He rpested the experiment with
the samve tesult, axd cosfident that he bad dwresversd
the important secret, indulyed in the most exalisut
asticipstions of fane and forture. But he met the
ardeserved fate of pumeross other banefactors of bis

| yace, His great discovery was uitely voglected, be

was ridiculed as an enthusisst, and sbortly aftarward
died, bie death bas'eped, ag s believed, by the unex-

| pected reverse to which bis enthusisstic apprecistion

of his dsecvery ha! beer snbjected. His famly
sought in vain for others to do jestics to his memory
by proscenting the sabject.  Bat none vould be found
soursgeons or crednlons emongh to andertake the
hazerd of testing the werity of so daogercus an en-
terprise,

But the memory of & fact ro remarkable as that
which be had demonstrated, was Lappily destined vot
to parish. Avotber eitizen of I'ailsdeiphin, Mr. Georgs
T. Parry, heariog of poor Lloyd's experimonts, Jeter
mived to investigats the sulject and repest toem for
bimeelf. For sums three years Mr. Parry has boss
patestly geirg over the whols fisld of ingniry aad
trial, much of the time at great expenss, aud often
with great apparent dasger to his life, Tl tiret hegan
with small izon vesseis, whose interior he fourd soon

beosme coated or Lined with & substapco which & |

chemical aualysin showed to be & non-conductor of
electrivity, and identical with that which is found in
all boilers that have been leng inute. He argusd
that if & boiler became lived with this non-conductiog
material, it wes in reality s huge Leyden jor, filled
with electrieity wed ripe for explosion, sesing tha' eleo-
trcity ie freely generated by boiling water. He ac-
cordingly applied the icsulated conductor ss used by
L'0yd, ineerting it thromgh the top of the boiler, so as
to discharge the elsctricity iuto the atmosphers as rap-
idly 88 it wight be gemerated. The boiler thas treated
wagan old ore, hed been inuse several years, and
was not deemed safe with 8 greater pressurs than o
ponnds, It wes 12 feet loog by 24" in diameter. The
safety.-valve was weighted at 68 pounds, and the fire
surface was covered with water, He evaporatad a'l
the water at the full pressure of 63 poonds, and then,
imitatirg the example of Lloyd, he continued the fire
until the bottom of the boiler became red hot through-
out its whole length, To verify this important faot,
he calied up five men to witnessit. By all previous
rule, the boiler was sow certain to explode. Ye: Mr.
Parry courageonsly pumpaid thirty gallons of cold water
into his red hict boller. Yet noexplosion followsd, and
the only harm done tothe old boiler was u fow loaks
at some of the rivets, caused by Lhe sndden expansion
and contraction to which the metal had Deen eub-
jected. No regular epgineer could be fonnd with nerve
epongh to mseis® st this trial. Mr. Parry was com-
pelled to go through the sxperiment alove,

The belief is universal tha all steswboal or factery
boilers, if tried by the simple test of pumping water
irto them while red-hot, mast irevitably explode. Hat
liers are two bolers o whick the dangerous test of red
heat and 0old wa'er had Laen applied, with the simple
sd¢dition of an electrioal cosductr, and yei they os-
caped the fate which bappens (o all other builers
withont conductors, If the facts are correctly repre-
sented to ue, they go far to prove that Messcs. Lioyd
and Parry have disoovered and perfected a praveative
of mirery ard death ss grest and providentisl se the
discovery of vaccination. But Mr, Parry has not heen
aatisfied with testiag the faot that it is the electri-
city within & boiler which causes an explovion. He
has sought, and is still seeding, to disoover from woat
myeterious culiide source procesds ihe fatal spark
which ignites the imprirocad monster of destruetion.
Yet hie eupposes that the inside pon-condoctiog cost
ing or linicg may contain & bole or fiesure, and that
through this the positive electricity of the boiler, sesk-
irg an equilibrinm by contact with the negative ont-
gifa, thus geverater the spark. He likeps the vapor-
cus clond ie the boller to tae thunder-cloud of & Sam-
mer day, waiting for the proper moment to let fly its
bolt with viclense proportionate to the pegative cor-
déition of whatever may receive the charge. His
iesulated rod be thicks mainteine an elsctrical equilib-
rivm between the inside ard outside of tae boiter, and
that it mest corpequestly bs st all times a relisble pre-
ventive of explosioze, Toochiog this question, & vie-
wularly erconrsgirg eaperiment was made in Phila-
delphis scme jears sge. A eunll guantity of wa'er
was put ntow vinene s Lombabell, whicls was then
clesed up bermetically. Two wires one poeitive the
other pegative, led into the cauter of the shell, which
being placed in o fire, was made red-bot. Toe water
was corverted into steam, yet no explosion took pleoe,
A electrical battery war then charged and a spark
commanicated to the wire, whee the shell instsstly
exploded with a lerrific crash. It wes evidest that ia
ths case no spply of fresh mir could have been
introduced into tre isterior of the sbell. Tae ex
periment repdered cartain thet which, even with acise-
tfio men, had oply been an sdmision, tas® the g
gevernted withic 8 boller was explosive, 1t proved,
worsover, thay s red heat would mot explode it, bat
thet & spaik or Hame was necessary to <o so.

It in asnerted that Mr Parry has introdaced metallie
ccrductors into numerons bollers in Poiladalphis, sod
tbat po explosion bas been known to ocour woere they
were iu use. It is said, morecver, by & recent Paila-
delphis joureal, that szce the fact of Mr, Parry's
spplication of them has been pnblicly aoncusced,
& very large nomber of owners of engines
are bavieg them istrodoeed isto their boilers as &
matter of precaation. No mestion is made of the
cordnetor, or at least of ita spplication Lo eteam boil-
ere, bavicg been patented. Aswe Lave seen ic rep.
resarted, toe inventor, Lloyd, died withoat secaring
the berefit of his investion. Yet if his suooessor,
Parry, bas succeeded in reviving ita forgoden valae,
ard in istredacing it to pable sppreciation, some sub-
wiactial Loror, beyoud s passing pewspsper articls is
ur qusst opably dus to the man who may tous bacome
the mears of savicg countless lives asd & world of hor-
rible sgoey.

Tisr #or Cop Liver O —Salpbaric soid appears
10 be a perfect]y reliable test of the excellency of cod-
liver oil. The lilac one produced by this asid 1 differ-
ent from all other colore. Place s small qusatity of
1be oil to be examined on & white plate, or clean writ-
g paper; drop two or thres hﬁdth."“’ic
acid 1070 the center, and iostactly s number of redist-
g corrents of o delicate axd besatifol blsc boe are
seen. The guodoess of the cil e in proportion %o e
richress azd pervistency of Liis color, and the rayidity
with whieh it s produced. The eoler produced in wl
other cle, s in sesl cil, train o), sperm i, sad
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v getabia eile, ia entirely free from a parpis or vivied
tizge.
——
HEALTH AND DISEASE.
——

Ixcistoss vsprn Erxermicrry — The Londos Ned-
sca. Times states taat recently Mr. Manssiare, of toe

University College Hopitsl, foliosicg oot the prine e
pes now fo widely discused, of tosth extisoton ca-
der the irflaenc: of electncity, bis mede soime igterest-
ing observations with the view of tow ing the powers
of the electrie current to modt' ¥ tre senmbility of paris
operated on by the keife. Tue operatiops, wire in
pumber, parformed ander its i fucese, wolude the ine
cleirg of abecersen nrd cwrbancle, tee removal of
ircreased bove, sl aleo of 8 fatty tamor of ocoaiders.
ble sizs. Tha peuers!effuct has beea to modify the
pair of ontinary (ncivione, rendanng toe sulfariog lews
acute, Inovecas- tuie Ject was ve rvetrkong. Oceme
ccemions, howsver, this pat wai agersvated, appar.
extly owirg to the simrgth of the ¢ irrent emloyed,
Perfect inpersibi’i v wai pever prodoced, sad the re-
su'ts caim netoe as ttosa of early tnaloaly. Tae
cofl apparstue was asad, ove pola Peivg cognacial
with toe ket «oalyed, and the otber plased eitaer
e the patiert’s v or in his baré—the carrest be-
ng, of couwrse, i toravttivg,  Thees reesuits, whe'her
vegurded me Joosive Or vol, are uoquestiopably of
much importacce.

Martesast Prsrere—""Rankic's Ahstract,” gives
the followiog sew and importans idea, in reistioe o
the csuses of mallgnant pustule, as stated in * Ke-
searchies om the Maligeant I"ustule of Maa and Aui-
mals” by Dr. K. Vigenow, & German physiclan. Tue
suthor has sscertaioed, by experimest, tust this dis-
case may be propsgated by inocalatusg, uot only with
the matter of & pustale, but aleo with the blood of the
diseaged body, and that the time which elapss Le-
twoen the inoculation and death varies betwess f o y-
four and sizty six boars, with one exception. in we o
the time was thirty one hours. He bes aleo inves: -
gated with mwuch care the character of the bleod,
snd fonnd that the white corpuscles arp preses: iu
greater pambers, with some vibroves, These later
bodies were met with in the liviog blood, and scase-
quent'y they are not to be regarded as the prodacte of
decomposition.

Carsrs or Ixsaxiry,—The asoual report of the
Penrsylvania State Lunatio Hospital says, that ou’ of
1,04 cases sives the inatitution wect into operation,
orly 502 have any recognized occasion. OF them, 105
bave been from i1l health; 137 from domestio trontle,
81 of these beivg femaies; religions excitement of &'
kinde, inclading Millorism and spiritaal rappioge, 11;
intemperance 27 ; and opinm-sating morcified pride pol-
itics, loss of money, with other excomes s d immorsdi es,
feot up sbout 55 more. Thers are over 00 single or wid-
owed men insane to 210 married. 'Wita females, how-
ever, there are about as mary maried aa single and
widowed who are out of their minds. Asto the pre-
vions ocenpations of those who bave bacome issane,
thongh farmers and laborers might be expected to
furnish less than the average proportion  still, by tak-
g in the woavers, the proportion is about kept up.
Private arylums, no doubt, take off a large proportion
of the ivsana belonging to the wealthier and more in-
talloctual classes, Still, there are, or have been, abont
twics 64 many students in the hoepitals as thers cught
to be, according simply to the proportion ¢f bheir sum-
bers, The merchauts, from the excitug netare of basi-
voss, furnish more than the proper proportion, very
considerably. Thus, out of 13,000 merchants, 22 have
been inthe hospital, while oot of 21,000 carpesters
but 12 have been there,

ApviteraTion or Foop ty Fraxee.—The adul-
teration of articles of food is made a grave offeces i
France, the peaalties boirg five, imprisonment, and
thia publication of the sentence upon publio placards.
The latter penaliy is most dreaded of all, s it sinkes
& blow at the business of tte peracn comvictsd, A
recent pumber of tae Paris (Fazette de Trebunaua eon-
taics the eestences provonpced by the correctional
tribunal, at the instance of the public proseculer,
aguinet a largo ber of shopkeepars and milkmens,
found guilty of adulteration. Bome of these sentencss
are quite heavy. Oge milkman, who bad been con-
victed for the fourth time on a vharge of * faleifying
alimentary snbstances,” was rectenced to eight
moetha imprieonment aud three thousand francs five,
another, convicted for the third tune, to rix montas
wprisoument and two thonsand fraves fine, They were
aleo doomed to have six placards of the judgmeat
posted up. A milkwoman, for the fals fication of milk
by adding thirty per cant. of water, was sentenced to
three months' iwprisanment and firty francs five. Au-
other, for milk falsified by the subtraction of eream,
six dsys’ imprisoninent and filry francy flue; s wise
merchast, for wine falsified by the addition of water,
six days' imprisopment and fifty francs fine; sad the
same sentence, also, upon & grooer for faladyiog colles
with chicory.

Avtoraruy axp Hoxgoratuy v Covrr.—A en-
rious libel suit hae recently come off in Paris, Twelve
bomeopathic pbysiciaps sued the (‘mon Medicale for
having asserted that bomeopa by was ** neither a doo-
trine, nor & eeience, but a trade’" and that *'if an
epoch bad ever presented ituelf at which the method
of Hansesas could be employed by any one who was
not ahjectly ignorant—s ersck. brainsd visionary, or s
wretched eharlstan—it was certainly not the present one.
The editors snd proprietors of the Union Medicaie plond-
ad by way of defense and justfication, that what they
had etated wae only the truth. The tribunal before
which the suit was brougbt, without passiog sny
judgment oo the respective systems of sllopatay sad
bomeopsthy, beld that the plaintiffs bed no ground
of mcticn, and dismissed the case with costa,

Ivstromest ron Mrasvinise Ozone.—=Dr, Law.
wperer, FULB, an emiment Mogiish phymeisn, has
invented sn instrument for messaring the varying lo-
teceity of ovone. This instrument consiste of two
smwall rollers included in a box, and which are moved
by ordinary clockwork, Over the rolier & sirip of
paper, prepared with lodide of potessiom sad staroh,
18 allowed 10 revolve, the paper becomieg exposed Lo
the air for an inch of ite surface in the lid of the box.
Twecty- four inches of pyper pass over the roliers in
the course of twenty-four hours, acd thas registers, by
ita coler, the intenalty of the action of os 08 in the at-
woepbere. By this ivstrunen:, the intensity of ibe
czovs for every hour in the twenty foar can be regis-
tered, and mio'ns and mazima with ao average Lo be
amertaied. The register of ozone can slso be eom-
pored with those of the anemometor, sed the relation
of ozose w the direction and furce of the wiad be as-
certaized. Dr. Lasxrsres, in doscribing his instra-
ment, poiote out the import of taining the
presence of ozoue, on sceount of its nadoubted rels.
tion ughesith, [e has als draws atiention Lo & se-
riea of tables drawn up from the regis‘rations of the
asemometer made st London, Blackbesth and Feliz-
siow, on the cosst of Buffolk. From these it was seen
that the relation of these three places was as 0 22, and
5. The instrument scted also as aclock, aad the
tine couid be marked with perfect accarsey upos the
oz-uized paper.

Svierpe 18 Outo.—The statistios of Obio for 1858,
show thet the pumber of suicides in that State was
sizty in all, o om# in every forty theusasd of the pop-
ulstion. The mode of saicide in mainly confined ko
hapging, drewnirg, cutting buroat, shootivg, asd poi-
ton. Of the suicices in Obio, the mode selocted by
seventeen was that of hanging, seven by drowning,
six by cuttieg the throst, and ten by poiscaing; the
remaiving modes were generally some violenos, ooca-
sioved by delirium bremens or iatoxioation. The mi-
eides i cities appear, as s geseral fact to be much
more pumerous than in the coustry, as for example—
‘in New-York, | in 10,500; in Ciccivnati, I fw 15,000;
in Losdon, 1in 5,000; in Paris, 1 in 2,100, The oom-
ser of suicides given for Earcpe, by Barni, some
twenty yoars sioce, was & follown: in France, 1 in
20,000; in Austris, 1 in 26,000; in Prussia, 1 ia 15,000;
is Bussis, 1 in 19,000, '




